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Hitting climate change head-on

JOANNA SANTA BARBARA

Are our current democratic
processes, with partisan
divisions, the very best form to
steer us through the most
pressing, difficult and contro-
versial issues? What about those
issues, such as climate change,
in which parliamentarians are
particularly vulnerable to lobby-
ing by corporate oil, gas, coal
and other interests? Are there
any alternatives?

Several interested folk from
the top of the south travelled to
Wellington recently for a one-
day conference which addressed
these questions - Rachel Sanson,
new councillor with Nelson City
Council, Chris Cameron, soon to
be Nelson’s Climate Champion,
Joanna and Jack Santa Barbara,
members of Zero Carbon Nelson
Tasman. They learned that the
Citizens’ Assembly process can
be applied to any controversial
issue, such as abortion or
assisted suicide, and it is particu-
larly suitable for the value con-
flicts that arise over taking
action on climate breakdown.
Ireland has held a Citizens’
Assembly on this topic, with con-
structive results. The UK and
France have begun such a pro-
cess.

The Citizens’ Assembly is
designed to work towards con-
sensus in a randomly selected
group of ordinary citizens, after
they have had some opportunity
to understand an issue, and have
deliberated on many aspects of
it.

Jack and Joanna Santa Barbara, Rachel Sanson and Climate Champion Chris Cameron at the Wellington conference

on forming a citizens’ assembly.

Here is how it works in
Ireland. The random selection of
say, 100 citizens, ensures
adequate representation by age,
geography, gender, ethnicity and
any other dimensions thought to
be relevant. The Assembly meets
over a series of weekends.
Initially there is carefully pre-

pared input, focusing on scien-
tific evidence. (The independent
Climate Change Commission in
New Zealand could be a suitable
body to ensure unbiased infor-
mation.) The citizens may also
request expert input of their own
choosing. The citizens then have
an opportunity to deliberate, toss

SUPPLIED

opinions back and forth and
listen carefully to other points of
view. These sessions are pro-
fessionally facilitated to ensure
everyone's voice is heard.
Observers say that, having
understood many points of view,
the groups tend to converge in
their final positions. Finally,

there is a vote on detailed
aspects of the question.

The outcome is received by a
multi-party parliamentary com-
mittee, who work through it and
report to parliament, which then
votes on the issue. In
applications in other countries, a
referendum of the population
may also be involved in the pro-
cess.

The attendees at the Welling-
ton conference ended the day of
exploration by favouring such a
process on the issue of climate
action. They felt strongly that
Maori representation was
important, and incorporation of
Maori values into the process
was essential. Many wanted the
inclusion of young people over 16
in the population for random
selection.

The outcome in Ireland pro-
duced a series of strong recom-
mendations for energetic climate
action by the government. While
it cannot be assumed ahead what
the outcome of a NZ Citizens’
Assembly on climate action
would be, it is thought likely that
it might give risk-averse
politicians a clear mandate for
the urgent action required on the
issue. One of the big challenges
with dealing with climate break-
down is that some of the changes
required will be difficult. A
Citizens’ Assembly is a way for
parliamentarians to understand
the citizen support available for
the hard but necessary choices,
and to move beyond partisan
positions in determining our cli-
mate future.
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GET READY
FOR SUMMER

WE SELL
GARDEN STRAWS,
COMPOST AND BARK.

GET YOUR FLOWERING
PLANTS IN NOW
READY FOR XMAS

ALSO PEAT AND

SPHAGNUM MOSS
AVAILABLE IN STORE

OPEN 7 DAYS
Courtesy Trailers, Bateup Rd, Richmond
Ph/Fax 544-2076

¢ www.baylandscapes.co.nz
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CONTACT OPEL TODAY
TO SECURE YOUR DEAL
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2000W DIGITAL INVERTER GENERATOR

* 2400W (max.) 2100W (cont)

* Compact and portable - only 20kg

« Whisper quiet - only 51dBA!

5L tank for up to 8hrs runtime

* 2x 230V outlets, 1x 12V DC outlet (with bonus USB adapter)

# » Perfact for home back-up, :ampmg
construction sites or smergsncles
where perfect power is essential.

s1 495 +GST

35 Quarantine Rd, Nelson 7011

« South Island 0800 339 100

3300W INVERTER GENERATOR

= 3300W (max.), 3000W (cont.)

* Only 68dB at full load

* Recoil starting system for reliability

 Twin 230V outlet

* 9L fuel tank for up to 6 hours run time

* Robust and portable - only 34kg

* The ideal choice for worksite,
emergency power and
sensitive electronics.

Email: sales@opelindustries.co.nz

S'I 495 +GST

Fax: +64 3 547 8006




